










Varnish Tips

Left:
This is an example of a completed 
document.
This job requires a spot gloss and a spot
dull varnish.

Right:
This is an example of a completed varnish 
document.  
The cyan represents “gloss varnish.”
The magenta represents “dull varnish.”
Varnishes can be done as separate 
document(s) or as additional layers in the
page layout document.

Right:
This is an example of how you can achieve
a spot varnish from a photoshop file.  In
this instance the background will be filled
with magenta (dull varnish) in the quark
file.

For further instruction email:
lancprepress@pemcor.com
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Photoshop Tips

Photoshop drop shadows:
Are best created in black only so color won't vary. If done in more colors, Cyan, Magenta and Yellow
can give a deeper shadow color wise, but can vary slightly throughout many forms. 4 color black 
shadows are not recommended. Make sure anti-aliasing is on or dithering is used when creating the
shadow to minimize any banding. If banding does exist, the filter Gaussian blur used at a level of 1.5
or lower can minimize or eliminate the problem.

• Rename background layer by double clicking on it in the Layers Pallet and saying OK to the new
name.
• Double click on layer and choose Layer Style > Drop Shadow Style.
• Create your angle, opacity, distance, spread, size of shadow.
• Add canvas space to the image in the directions of the drop shadow that is slightly greater than the
size of the shadow.

Converting RGB to CMYK:
Pemcor has color settings for Photoshop that should be used to generate an ideal conversion for
sheetfed printing. But if they are not readily available, make sure UCR is clicked on rather than GCR.

UCR = Under Color Removal
GCR = Gray Component Reduction

UCR only affects dark grays and blacks, where black is used to replace the reduction of CMY
GCR affects the contaminating color of a purer color where black replaces the graying factor. 
Example: Magenta  is reduced  in green and black replaces it. GCR on a high level of replacement is
not good for skin tones. Too much cyan is taken out and black is substituted for a brown flesh tone.
GCR is generally used for web printing and is not recommended for sheetfed printing. Web printing
generally uses a lower total max percentage density. Sheetfed can generally go as high as 340 % total
all 4 colors in a given area.

For further instruction email:
lancprepress@pemcor.com
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